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SUMMARY OF BILL:    Requires a bail bond to remain in effect during the time between 

disposition of a criminal case and sentencing by the court. Prohibits forfeiture of a bail bond 

against the surety during the time between a conviction or guilty plea and sentencing by the 

court. 

 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
On February 24, 2014, a fiscal note was issued estimating the fiscal impact as follows: 

 

Other Fiscal Impact – The proposed legislation will likely result in increased incarceration 

costs based on courts remanding a defendant into custody after a conviction or a guilty plea 

because at that time, there will be no forfeitable bond. Fiscal Review does not have 

sufficient information to estimate the increase in state or local expenditures of additional 

incarceration costs for the time period between a defendant’s conviction or guilty plea and 

sentencing, but the average cost per day to house an offender in state custody is $66.29 and 

in local custody is $60.50. 

 

Upon further review, this impact was in error. The estimated fiscal impact is: 
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NOT SIGNIFICANT 
 

 Assumptions: 

 

 Under current law, any defendant who pleads guilty to or is convicted of a criminal 

offense is remanded into custody upon such plea or conviction, even if the defendant had 

previously been released on bail. 

 The proposed legislation would remain in effect after a guilty plea or conviction, 

allowing a judge to permit the continued release of the defendant. However, the 

proposed legislation would prohibit forfeiture of the bond so the bail bondsman will not 

lose the monies posted as bond even if the defendant does not appear for sentencing. 

 Accordingly, the bail bondsman has no obligation to ensure that the defendant attends 

the sentencing hearing. 
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 It is assumed that the courts will not release guilty offenders without the assurance that 

the defendant will attend the sentencing hearing, as an offender is most likely to flee 

after conviction.  

 The proposed legislation will not significantly impact the State or local governments. 
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